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PURPOSE / OBJECTIVES

The Dutch SNIV network Is an ongoing active sentinel
surveillance network on infectious diseases in Long-Term Care
Facilities (LTCF).

General LTCF characteristics (size, infrastructure, number of
single rooms etc.) may affect the incidence of infections.

Our aim was to compare the incidence of infections in relation
to the general LTCF characteristics.

MATERIAL & METHODS

Elder-care physicians of participating LTCF report the weekly
aggregated number of new cases of

« (Gastroenteritis

* Influenza-like iliness

* Low respiratory infections
* Urine tract infections

In addition, each LTCF was requested to complete an annual
guestionnaire on general characteristics of the LTCF.

RESULTS
22 LTCFs participated for at least 4 consecutive years

Median number of beds was 138 in 2015 and139 in 2019
Residents with single rooms increased from 67% to 83%
Residents with private bathrooms increased from 8% to 22%

The exchange of staff between wards remained the same

LTCFs consulting an infection prevention
specialist/practitioner increased from 0% in 2015 to 50% In
2019

Assoclation between LTCF characteristics
and incidence of infections
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RESULTS
LTCFs with fewer beds had a significantly
higher incidence of urinary tract infections
(UTI) (p=0.03), for all other
characteristics there was no significant
association with the incidence.
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SUMMARY / CONCLUSION

Although general characteristics give insight into the developments in
LTCFs practices and organization, it is difficult to associate them with
Incidence outcomes.
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Client characteristics and process indicators may be more
discriminating to interpret differences in incidence of infections
between LTCFs.
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